 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Values Interview & Essay 
Rubric and Assignment Sheet

Guidelines: Students will interview a family member, mentor, or close friend with a different perspective than their own on how a significant life decision was made (such as educational/career choices, marriage or family choices, lifestyle choices, religious choices, etc.). Students will analyze the information given in the interview in order to discover the core, motivating value (or fear) that has driven the interviewee’s decision.  After completing the interview and analysis, students will write a three- to four-page essay describing how that person’s experiences have shaped his or her values relative to that choice. This essay is expected to be focused on a single thesis, and should be approached as an academic work. The most effective narratives select a few experiences and insights that tie back to the motivating value or fear. Effective essays for this assignment are not simply a summary of experiences, but a tightly-focused, thesis-driven essay about how the interviewee developed his or her perspective based on his or her values or fears. Both direct quotations and paraphrases from the interviews themselves are welcome, but students can also share insights and experiences they are aware of that did not come up in the interview. 

A to A- (75-67.5 points)

The narrative is compelling. Ethos is well established. Development of the essay supports the thesis. Essay does not stray from an easily identified, singular theme. Development meets the readers’ need for coherence. Readers’ interest is maintained. Description of events or insights adds to the purpose of the paper. Support is clearly relevant. Ideas are original and insightful. Complexity of the issue is apparent. Paragraphs progress logically and are unified. Clear transitions and flow are incorporated. Strong introduction and conclusion engage readers. Essay is reader friendly. Meanings are precise. Essay contains no ambiguity, awkwardness, or redundancy. Essay is well proofed, and the reader is not distracted by errors. Word choice and punctuation enhance meaning.

B+ to B- (67-60 points)

The narrative is focused but not compelling. Ethos is not fully established. Development of the essay does not always support the thesis. Essay sometimes strays from an easily identified, singular theme. The essay is coherent. Readers’ interest is not always maintained. Description of events or insights sometimes distract from the purpose of the paper. Support is not always relevant. Ideas are sometimes oversimplified and unoriginal. Paragraphs may progress chronologically rather than thematically and are not always unified. Transitions are rarely incorporated. The introduction and conclusion engage readers but don’t set up a coherent essay. Essay does not sufficiently consider the readers’ needs. Meanings are sometimes unclear. Essay contains a little ambiguity, awkwardness, or redundancy. Essay is moderately proofed, but the reader is not distracted by errors. Word choice and punctuation usually enhance meaning.

C+ to C- (59.5-52.5 points)

The narrative is neither focused nor compelling. Ethos is not established. Development of the essay rarely supports the thesis. Essay strays from an easily identified, singular theme. The essay is incoherent. Readers’ interest is not maintained. Description of events or insights distract from the purpose of the paper. Support is irrelevant. Ideas are oversimplified and unoriginal. Progression of paragraphs is neither logical nor chronological. Transitions are not incorporated. The introduction and conclusion are too broad and don’t relate to the purpose of the essay. Essay rarely considers the readers’ needs. Meanings are sometimes unclear. Essay is distracting in its ambiguity, awkwardness, or redundancy. Essay is not proofed, and the reader is distracted by errors. Word choice and punctuation distract from meaning. The page length may be insufficient.

D+ to D- (52-45 points)

The narrative is unclear and uninteresting. Ethos is never established. A thesis is not easily identified. Essay never addresses an easily identified, singular theme. The essay is incoherent. Readers are disinterested. Description of events or insights are clearly irrelevant. Support is irrelevant. Ideas are oversimplified and unoriginal. Paragraph order is unclear and/or confusing. Transitions are never incorporated. Clear introduction and clear conclusion are missing or bleed into the body of the essay. Essay is writer-centric and does not consider the readers’ needs. Meanings are often unclear. Essay is distracting in its ambiguity, awkwardness, or redundancy. Essay is not proofed, and the reader is distracted by errors. Word choice and punctuation distract from meaning. The page length may be insufficient.

E or not accepted (44.5-0 points)

The essay is late. The essay does not follow the guidelines given on the rubric and assignment sheet. 
